
TO PIC  A PPE A RS IN :

Drawing /  D ra w ing  ba sics

A bout pa ths

As you draw, you create a line called a pa th. A path is made up of one or more straight or

curved segm ents. The beginning and end of each segment are mark ed by a nchor points,

which work  lik e pins holding a wire in place. A path can be closed (for example, a circle),

or open, with distinct endpoints (for example, a wavy line).

You change the shape of a path by dragging its anchor points, the direction points at the

end of direction lines that appear at anchor points, or the path segment itself.

C om ponents  of a path

A. Selected (solid) endpoint  B. Selected anchor point  C . Unselected anchor point  D.

C u rved path segm ent  E. D irection line  F.  D irection point

Paths can have two k inds of anchor points: corner points and smooth points. At a corner

point, a path abruptly changes direction. At a sm ooth point, path segments are

connected as a continuous curve. You can draw a path using any combination of corner

and smooth points. If you draw the wrong k ind of point, you can always change it.



Poin ts on  a p ath

A . Four corn e r p oin ts  B. Four sm ooth p oin ts  C. C om bin ation  of  corn e r an d  sm ooth

p oin ts

A c orn er p oin t c an  c on n ect an y two  straigh t or c urved segm en ts, wh ile a sm ooth  p oin t

always c on n ects two  c urved segm en ts.

A corn e r p oin t can  con n e ct both straight se gm e n ts an d  curve d  se gm e n ts.

N ote : Don ’t con fuse  corn e r an d  sm ooth p oin ts with straight an d  curve d  se gm e n ts.

A p ath ’s outlin e is c alled a stroke . A c olor or gradien t ap p lied to  an  op en  or c losed p ath ’s

in terior area is c alled a fill. A stroke c an  h ave weigh t (th ickn ess), c olor, an d a dash  p attern

(Illustrator an d In Design ) or a stylized lin e p attern  (In Design ). After you c reate a p ath  or

sh ap e, you c an  c h an ge th e c h aracteristics of  its stroke an d fill.

In  In Design , eac h  p ath  also  disp lays a c e nte r point, wh ic h  m arks th e c en ter of  th e sh ap e

but is n ot p art of  th e actual p ath . You c an  use th is p oin t to  drag th e p ath , to  align  th e p ath

with  oth er elem en ts, or to  select all an c h or p oin ts on  th e p ath . Th e c en ter p oin t is always

visible; it c an ’t be h idden  or deleted.
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